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On the evening of April 27 in a speech broadcast on national radio and television, President Jose
Sarney attacked the wave of strikes which he described as a scourge affecting the country. He
added that the "savage" penchant to strike represents an attempt by certain unidentified groups to
"destabilize democracy." According to Sarney, the government has been confronted with over 1,000
work stoppages and strikes thus far in 1989. Seventy percent of the walkouts, he said, were called
by public sector employee unions. Sarney announced that he had submitted a bill to the National
Assembly placing limits on the right to strike. The bill provides that at least one-third of a union's
entire membership must approve the decision to strike or call a work stoppage before a union can
legally act. Brazil's new constitution, which went into effect in October 1988, did not include specific
regulations on the right to strike. The national legislature has 30 days to approve such regulations,
including Sarney's most recent bill. The president acknowledged that Brazil is virtually paralyzed,
result of strikes affecting banks, schools, hospitals, transport, port and dock services, and utilities.
In addition, civilian police in Rio de Janeiro are on strike. The country's major union federations
agree that an immediate average universal wage hike of at least 49% is necessary to restore real
purchasing power lost since Jan. 15. (Basic data from AP, 04/27/89)
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